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Generating Narratives
Competency / Proficiency Statement: Students will be able to write a personal narrative essay complete with story elements and figurative language.

Grade Level: 12
Course: English IV
Unit of Study: Personal Narrative
Teacher: Briana Morales

Affected Graduate Attributes:
Content: Interpretation and Prediction, Expression of Ideas
Adaptive: Innovation
Standard(s): W11-12.3: Write narratives to develop real or imagined experiences or events using effective technique, well-chosen details, and well-structured event
sequences. (Additional: RL.2,3,4;  W.2;  L.2,4)
Preferred Instructional Dates: September 15-October 15

Score Topic: Generating Narratives Possible Assessments

4.0 Expanding The student can:
Integrate multiple plot lines and points of view to create a
narrative that represents the
complexity of a conflict, an event, or a set of characters.

Retell an event that has multiple participants, such as a sports game, a performance of a
play, or a graduation ceremony, from the perspective of two or more characters; use the
perspectives to reveal contradicting thoughts about the event, tension, and character
growth.

3.5 In addition to score 3.0 performance, partial success at
score 4.0 content (less than 80%).

3.0 Proficient The student can:
GN1—Use description, sensory language, and
precise details to create a vivid picture of characters,
settings, and events in narratives.

GN2—Use dialogue and reflection to develop
characters’ points of view.

GN3—Pace and organize narratives to create a
smooth progression of experiences or events.

GN1: Write a descriptive text about encountering a new or unfamiliar place and use
precise language to create a clear picture of the culture, environment, and people for a
reader.

GN2: Write a short narrative about a changing relationship between a parent and child
and use dialogue and reflection to develop each character’s personality, drawing on
personal experiences or conflicts with parents or guardians to inform the piece.

GN3: Write a narrative about a new or difficult situation that challenges the narrator to
change or adapt to succeed; slow the pace of the narrative to highlight important aspects
of the narrator’s experience and create breaks that emphasize important or foundational
events or experiences

2.5 No major errors or omissions regarding score 2.0 content,
and partial success at score 3.0 content (less than 80%).

2.0 Developing

GN1—The student will recognize or recall specific
vocabulary (for example, abstract, concrete,
description, detail, figurative language, metaphor,

GN1:
● Define and provide examples of abstract vs. concrete language in a personal

narrative they have read

http://www.corestandards.org/ELA-Literacy/W/11-12/3/
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modifier, sensory language, simile, verb) and perform
basic processes such as:

• Describe the difference between abstract and
concrete language.
• Generate a list of sensory details that could
describe a scene, image, or person.
• Give examples of descriptive metaphors and
similes.
• Describe techniques that can be used to make
writing more descriptive (such as using unique
modifiers, descriptive verbs, figurative
language).
• Annotate words or phrases that could be more
descriptive in a draft or example text.
• Generate a list of descriptive details about a
character, event, or setting.
• Use sensory language to describe a character,
event, or setting.

GN2—The student will recognize or recall specific
vocabulary (for example, background, dialect, dialogue,
dialogue tag, diction, point of view, reflection, slang,
syntax, trait, word choice) and perform basic processes
such as:

• Use a graphic organizer or outline to map out
the traits or backgrounds of characters for a
narrative.
• Identify different ways that dialogue can reveal
character traits (such as through word choice,
formality, humor).
• Properly format and punctuate dialogue.
• Introduce dialogue with dialogue tags.
• Use different patterns of speech for different
characters.
• Describe how reflection can reveal the inner
thoughts and conflicts of a character.

GN3—The student will recognize or recall specific
vocabulary (for example, conflict, description, dialogue,
event, flashback, flash-forward, foreshadow, outline,
narration, pace, sequence, storyboard, summary) and
perform basic processes such as:

• Introduce characters, events, and conflicts in a
narrative in ways that create interest.
• Provide a logical conclusion or ending to a
narrative.
• Create a storyboard or outline of the events
that will occur in a narrative.
• Describe the purpose of flashbacks,

● Write examples of similes and metaphors that paint a picture in your mind.
● Explain how figurative language can make writing more descriptive
● Choose a character, setting, or event and discuss descriptive details in a

brochure, commercial, or Flipgrid conversation

GN2:
● Graphic organizer on details of a character in a short story
● Grammar practice with punctuation for dialogue on NoRedInk or Quill
● Give examples of dialect and speaking patterns for two different characters in a

movie clip
● Pixar Short graphic organizer discussing how seeing what’s going on in a

character’s mind can reveal more about them

GN3:
● Create comic book strip for plot of personal narrative
● Verbal discussion of vocabulary words and their function in a narrative
● Writing practice between narrating and describing a setting or character
● Writing practice implementing dialogue of a character or between characters



East St. Louis District 189 Competency-Based Education Proficiency Scale
Grades 11/12 ELA

flash-forwards, and foreshadowing.
• Alternate between summaries and descriptions
of events in narratives.
• Alternate between narration, description, and
dialogue in narratives.

1.5 Partial success at score 2.0 content, and major errors or
omissions regarding score 3.0 content (less than 80%).

1.0 The student:
With help, has a partial understanding of some of the
simpler details and processes and some of the more
complex ideas and processes.

The student will:
● Identify basic vocabulary (character, narrative)
● Verbally summarize an event that impacted one’s own life

0.5 Partial success at score 1.0 content.

0.0 Student did not present enough data or an artifact to be
scored for competency.


